Analysis of the weights of infants of Bangladeshi origin attending two clinics in Tower Hamlets.
The weights of 220 infants of Bangladeshi origin attending two clinics in the London Borough of Tower Hamlets were analysed at birth, 6 months and 18 months of age. The weights were compared first with the Tanner-Whitehouse standards derived from English children and then with Indian data from the infants of well-to-do families. The mean weights of the infants of Bangladeshi origin were below the British Tanner-Whitehouse 50th centiles, approximating to the 25th centile values. As the means were similar to those reported from well-nourished Indian infants, it is unlikely that the Bangladeshi infants were undernourished. The reported weights of well-nourished Indian infants appeared to be a more appropriate reference for the infants of Bangladeshi origin than the Tanner-Whitehouse values. However the Tanner-Whitehouse charts can be used, but with their 25th, 10th and 3rd centile lines being taken to read 50th, 25th and 10th centiles, respectively. Significantly more boy than girl infants were brought to one of the clinics.